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Examiner's Amendment 

1 . The Examiner contacted Mr. James A. LaBarre, Attorney of record, to consult Mr. 
LaBarre to do an Examiner's Amendment. Mr. LaBarre decided to cancel claims 3-4, and 12-13. 

2. The following claims are cancelled: 

Claim 3. An output system having a data processing device and an output device for 
outputting data in a specific format, which is sent from the data processing device, a prohibiting 
controller for prohibiting data from sources other than an application program running on the 
data processing device to be output to the output device, but allowing data from the application 
program to be output to the output device, by setting a value which is different from an ordinary 
value for outputting data to the output device, in response to a data output request to the output 
device from application program. 

Claim 4. An output system as described in claim 3, wherein said prohibiting controller 
sets said different valued in a specific register. 

Claim 12. An output method used in an output system having a data processing device 
and an output device for outputting data in a specific format, which is sent from the data 
processing device, receiving a data output request to the output device from an application 
program running on the data processing device; and setting a value which is different from an 
ordinary value for outputting data to the output device in response to the data output request to 
the output device from application program, so as to prohibit data from sources other than 
application program to be output to the output device, but allow data from the application 
program to be output to the output device. 
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Claim 13. A computer-readable storage medium for storing a program run on a data 
processing device for sending data to an output device to be output in a specific format, receiving 
a data output request to the output device from an application program running on the data 
processing device; and setting a value which is different from an ordinary value for outputting 
data to the output device in response to the data output request to the output device from the 
application program, so as to prohibit data from sources other than the application program to be 
output to the output device, but allow data from the application program to be output to the 
output device. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. In the previous office action dated 10/19/06, the Examiner stated that the limitations, of 
"bypassing a print driver", is an allowable feature. Claims 1, 5, 7, 14-15 are allowable for the 
following reasons are listed below: 

4. The following limitations are allowable, "a second controller responsive to the first 
controller for calling an illegal printing preventing function incorporated into the driver software 
if the print request instructs data to be sent to the output device via the driver software, and for 
prohibiting the data from being sent to the output device if the print request instructs data to be 
sent to the output device so as to bypass the driver software", an example of prior art that fails to 
disclose or suggest these limitations are Francis. Francis discloses maintaining security of a 
printer and its user by having a secure smart card key. The printer has an identification card 
printer and has an externally accessible smart card encoder that can be used for initializing a 
smart card that forms a key. The externally accessible smartcard encoder is to read the smartcard 
and allow or prevent access. The first password usage of the smart card key is to enable printing 
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by a selected identification card printer. The ability to enable password protected printing only is 
provided initially in a computer program for the printer drive computer which converts computer 
images into digital data for printing cards. Francis also discloses printing forgery or counterfeit 
documents or monies from being printing, but does not disclose a controller for determining if 
the data is to be bypassed by the driver software. There is no disclosure or suggestion in Francis 
of, "a second controller responsive to the first controller for calling an illegal printing preventing 
function incorporated into the driver software if the print request instructs data to be sent to the 
output device via the driver software, and for prohibiting the data from being sent to the output 
device if the print request instructs data to be sent to the output device so as to bypass the driver 
software". 

5. Kuroyanagi fails to disclose or suggest, "a second controller responsive to the first 
controller for calling an illegal printing preventing function incorporated into the driver software 
if the print request instructs data to be sent to the output device via the driver software, and for 
prohibiting the data from being sent to the output device if the print request instructs data to be 
sent to the output device so as to bypass the driver software". Kuroyanagi discloses the print 
server control section receives a printing job output from the personal computer through the 
network interface, and stores it in the printing job storage section. The print server control 
section checks whether a password for the server specified in advance is included in the printing 
job. Only when the password for the server is included, the printing job is stored in the printing 
job storage section. Then, the print server control section sequentially outputs data to the image 
input and output apparatus and other units according to printing destination data and output 
priority data included in the printing job. There is no disclosure or suggestion in Kuroyanagi of, 
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"a second controller responsive to the first controller for calling an illegal printing preventing 
function incorporated into the driver software if the print request instructs data to be sent to the 
output device via the driver software, and for prohibiting the data from being sent to the output 
device if the print request instructs data to be sent to the output device so as to bypass the driver 
software". 

6. Kujirai fails to disclose or suggest, "a second controller responsive to the first controller 
for calling an illegal printing preventing function incorporated into the driver software if the print 
request instructs data to be sent to the output device via the driver software, and for prohibiting 
the data from being sent to the output device if the print request instructs data to be sent to the 
output device so as to bypass the driver software". Kujirai discloses when a printer driver issues 
an authentication request, the client application transmits authentication information received 
together with the request to the application, and receives the authentication result, and sends it 
back to the print driver. There is no disclosure or suggestion in Kujirai, of "a second controller 
responsive to the first controller for calling an illegal printing preventing function incorporated 
into the driver software if the print request instructs data to be sent to the output device via the 
driver software, and for prohibiting the data from being sent to the output device if the print 
request instructs data to be sent to the output device so as to bypass the driver software". 

Conclusion 

. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jenise E. Jackson whose telephone number is (571) 272-3791. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th (6:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.) alternate Friday's. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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